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 A Devoted Educator Gives Back 
to Texas Children’s 
A lifelong Houstonian and trailblazer in the field of 
public education, Maria Esther Estrada Campos has 
always demonstrated a tireless devotion to her family 
and community. 

Eleven years after graduating from Houston’s Jeff Davis 
High School, Mrs. Campos enrolled in the University 
of Houston College of Education in 1959. While also 
juggling the demands of work, marriage and four 
children, she earned her Bachelor of Arts and Master 
of Arts degrees. In the early 1960s, she became one 
of the first bilingual instructors hired by the Houston 
Independent School District and continued climbing 
HISD’s professional ladder, serving as a counselor and 
an assistant principal. 

Mrs. Campos’ connection to Texas Children’s Hospital 
began around this time. Her 3-month-old daughter, Leah, 
was admitted with viral encephalitis and spent several Mrs. Campos has included a gift to

weeks at Texas Children’s. Mrs. Campos recalls that she 
was released just in time for Christmas. 

Texas Children’s in her will in gratitude
for the care that her daughter and 

other family members have received. 
Continued on page 2 

INSIDE: A Little More Conversation • Your Life’s Work 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

A Devoted Educator Gives Back 
to Texas Children’s 
Continued from page 1 

In gratitude for the care that her daughter and, 
more recently, her granddaughter and several 
great-grandchildren have received, Mrs. Campos has 
included a bequest for Texas Children’s in her will. In 
addition, she has directed that the more than 
150 quilts she handstitched over her lifetime be sold at 
auction with the proceeds benefiting Texas Children’s. 

In May, the University of Houston College of 
Education awarded an honorary doctorate degree to 
Mrs. Campos at age 90 in recognition of her lifetime 
of service as an educator and community activist. 
Despite already completing much of the required 
coursework and submitting her dissertation proposal, 
Mrs. Campos had to put aside her pursuit of a doctoral 
degree in the late 1970s to focus on family matters 
that had arisen. 

Even though she did not complete her Ph.D., she 
continued to dedicate her life to improving educational 
opportunities for all students. In 1993 she retired early 
to serve as HISD Board of Education trustee for District 
VIII. Mrs. Campos proudly served in this capacity for a 
decade and is recognized for bringing about positive 
change to the largest school district in the state and 
seventh largest in the nation. 

Texas Children’s is grateful to count Mrs. Campos as 
a member of our Abercrombie Society, which honors 
those who have remembered Texas Children’s in their 
estate and other long-term plans. 

SIMPLE STEPS TO HELP 

Mrs. Campos with 
her daughter, Olga Campos Benz. 

Since my daughter, Leah, was a patient 
at Texas Children’s Hospital so many 
years ago, her daughter—and two of 

her granddaughters as well as another 
great-grandchild of mine—have also 

received excellent care from the 
hospital staff. Becoming a member 

of the Abercrombie Society provides 
an opportunity for me to show my 

appreciation for the medical treatment 
my loved ones received. 

— MARIA ESTHER ESTRADA CAMPOS — 

You can make a big difference with just a little effort by including a gift to benefit Texas 

Children’s Hospital in your will or living trust. Learn more about this easy way to make a 
difference by requesting our free guide Extend Your Impact using the enclosed reply card. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  
  

  
  

 
 

   

  
 

  
  

  
 

   
 

   
  

  

  

 
 

 

  
  

A Little More Conversation 
How to Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is 

Whether it’s having a child, making a major purchase or retiring, we often have others to consider in 

our biggest decisions in life. Choosing to include a charitable gift in your estate plan is no exception. 

For peace of mind, it helps to talk to these critical “team members” as part of the process. 

YOUR LOVED ONES 
You likely have loved ones whose 
input you value, and you may 
want to provide for them after 
your lifetime. Balancing that with 
a desire to support Texas Children’s 
critical work in the future is easier 
than you may think, thanks to 
percentage giving. 

Conversation Starters 
“Providing for you is one of my 
top priorities.” 

“I also want to help children and 
women after my lifetime. That’s 
why I plan to give ________% 
of my estate to Texas 
Children’s Hospital.” 

YOUR FINANCIAL PLANNER 
Reach out to a trusted advisor 
to ensure your charitable vision 
aligns with your financial goals. 

Conversation Starters: 
“I have this charitable goal. 
How can I make it fit with my 
long-term financial plan?” 

“What are the best gift 
vehicles for my personal 
financial situation?” 

YOUR FAVORITE NONPROFITS 
At Texas Children’s, we are always 
happy to answer your questions. 
Plus, notifying us about your 
gift ensures that your wishes are 
carried out as you intend. 

Conversation Starters: 
“How will my gift impact Texas 
Children’s mission?” 

“What are Texas Children’s plans 
and goals for the future?” 

LET’S TALK! 
Contact Rachel Kronenberger at rskronen@texaschildrens.org 
or 832-824-6907 to start a conversation about your future 
impact today. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

It’s critical to let us know of your gift because many retirement plan administrators assume 
no obligation to notify a charity of your designation. In addition, the administrator also will 
not monitor whether your gift designations are followed. We would love to talk with you 
about your intentions for your gift to Texas Children’s and to thank you for your generosity. 

If you would like your name removed from our list, please call 832-824-2945 or email optout@texaschildrens.org. | © Texas Children’s Hospital and The Stelter Company. 
Information contained herein was accurate at the time of printing. The information in this publication is not intended as financial or legal advice. For such advice, please 
consult your professional advisors. Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to 
change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

E recycled paper 

mailto:optout@texaschildrens.org
mailto:rskronen@texaschildrens.org


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

You Can Play an 
Important Role for 
Texas Children’s 
The J.S. and Lillie Abercrombie 
Society honors individuals who have 
included Texas Children’s Hospital 
in their wills, trusts and other 
long-term plans. 

Through your membership in 
the Society, you will help Texas 
Children’s keep the single, clear 
promise upon which we were 
founded—a promise to serve all 
children regardless of their families’ 
ability to pay, providing them with 
“a refuge from the ravages of 
disease and illness, and the hope 
for health and happiness.” 

JOIN TODAY 
You are eligible to join the 
Abercrombie Society by naming 
Texas Children’s as a beneficiary 
of your will or living trust, 
retirement plan, life insurance policy 
or life-income gift such 
as a charitable gift annuity 
or charitable trust. Rachel 
Kronenberger, Philanthropy 
Advisor, Gift Planning, would be 
pleased to help you explore these 
and other options. 

If you have already included Texas 
Children’s in your estate or other 
plans, we are grateful. Simply let 
us know so we may welcome you 
into the Abercrombie Society. 

Your Life’s Work 
Why do you give? 

Do you want to make a real difference? Is your generosity a reflection 

of your values, or a way to inspire others to give? Whatever your 

reasons for supporting Texas Children’s Hospital, it’s clear you believe 

in creating a healthier future for children and women throughout our 

global community. 

CREATE YOUR LEGACY AT TEXAS CHILDREN’S 
You can continue your generosity long after your lifetime. Some 

options include: 

• Percentage giving. Through your will, you can designate 

percentages of your estate as you see fit. For example, 

designate 5% of your total estate to Texas Children’s, while 

leaving 95% to loved ones. 

• Blended giving. Give an outright gift of cash or other assets 

today, combined with a future gift, such as naming Texas 

Children’s in your will. 

• Beneficiary designation. A simple form is all it takes to name 

Texas Children’s as a beneficiary of your retirement plan 

assets, unneeded life insurance policy or donor advised fund. 

Your life’s work (and subsequent legacy) is your opportunity to 
make a statement. Whatever the reason behind your giving, we 
are here to help you fulfill your goals. 

Rachel Kronenberger 
Philanthropy Advisor, Gift Planning 

832-824-6907 

rskronen@texaschildrens.org
Office of Philanthropy 

Gift Planning texaschildrens.org/plannedgiving 

https://texaschildrens.org/plannedgiving
mailto:rskronen@texaschildrens.org



