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The possibility that her son, who had been vomiting 
off and on for several months, had a heart condition 
sounded crazy to Marcela Perez. However, tests run 
at Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus Emergency 
Center confirmed that her son’s heart was indeed 
not pumping well and that his lungs were nearly full 
of water. The six-year-old twin named Marcelo was 
immediately transported by the Kangaroo Crew, our 
very own pediatric transport service, to Texas Children’s 
Hospital Texas Medical Center Campus, where he was 
admitted on June 29, 2015.  More tests revealed that a 
viral infection had seriously affected his heart, requiring 
critical care and several months to fully recover.

Marcelo received this highly-specialized critical care in the 
Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit at Texas Children’s.  
The dedicated and compassionate care of the nurses, 
the expertise of the physicians, the most advanced 
technology—along with the friendly, family-focused 
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atmosphere—all contributed to Marcelo’s recovery and also 
gave his parents peace of mind. “I knew we were where we 
were supposed to be,” said his mother.    

Prior to his discharge from Texas Children’s on July 15, 
Marcelo had the opportunity to help cut the ribbon on the 
hospital’s new pediatric Heart Failure Intensive Care Unit. He 
often says he wants to go back to Texas Children’s, because 
he liked what he was able to do there as a patient. Being 
in the right place at the right time has also made him think 
about becoming a doctor one day. 

The experience gave Marcela a new perspective, too. “I used 
to complain about the traffic in the Houston area, but not 
anymore,” she said.“Now I am glad we live here, because it 
is good to be close to Texas Children’s Hospital.”
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The J.S. and Lillie Abercrombie Society was 

created in 1994 to recognize the dedication and 

generosity of friends who have named Texas 

Children’s Hospital as a beneficiary of a will, 

charitable gift annuity, trust, life insurance policy, 

retirement plan or other deferred gift arrangement.  

 It is a fitting tribute that this society of visionary individuals who 

have included Texas Children’s Hospital in their financial and 

estate plans bears the names of J.S. and Lillie Abercrombie. The 

trust that “Mr. Jim” and his beloved wife, Lillie, included in their 

estate plans helped create and secure Texas Children’s Hospital 

and continues to provide support for Texas Children’s mission.

 We invite you to become an inspiration to others by becoming 

a member of the Abercrombie Society. To join, simply complete 

and return the enclosed reply card.

Texas Children’s Kangaroo Crew has been 

transporting critically ill newborn babies 

and children for more than 20 years 

and performs more than 1,400 critical 

transports annually — more than half of 

which are seriously ill newborn babies.
  

Three specially equipped ground 

ambulances deliver 80 percent of Kangaroo 

Crew transports from locations within 

90 miles of Texas Children’s Hospital. 

Our customized Cessna airplane, put 

into service in 2008, transports critically 

ill newborn babies and children from 

throughout the United States, Mexico and 

Central America. It can reach speeds up 

to 450 miles per hour and travel up to 

1,800 miles without refueling in all types 

of weather.

Kangaroo Crew:  
A hop, skip and jump 
away from the best
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Critical Care  
For Failing Hearts

News & Notes

When small hearts fail, physicians, nurses and leaders 
at Texas Children’s Hospital understand how critical 
the right care is for survival and the best possible 
outcomes. To help ensure that more children receive 
this care, Texas Children’s opened a new, pediatric 
Heart Failure Intensive Care Unit on July 6, 2015. This 
dedicated 12-bed unit is equipped to treat children of 
all ages with heart failure or a need for intensive care 
before and after a heart transplant. 
 

“We are thrilled to be the first in the nation to offer this 
highly-specialized level of pediatric critical care,” said 
Dr. Paul Checchia, medical director of Texas Children’s 
Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit. Dr. Checchia and  
Dr. Lara Shekerdemian, the hospital’s chief of critical 
care medicine, oversee the unit. Joining them as 
associate medical directors are Drs. Antonio Cabrera 
and Jack Price.

6 Ways To Benefit From  

A Year-End Gift

Are You Ready For Dec. 31?
In our FREE brochure 6 Ways To Benefit From A  
Year-End Gift, you will discover: 
 •  What you can give.
 • When you should give to get the most from your gift.
 •  What benefits you receive when supporting causes 

you care about at the end of the year.

Return the enclosed reply card to receive your 
complimentary copy today.

On July 6, 2015, CVICU patient Marcelo Perez 
helped cut the ribbon on Texas Children’s new 
pediatric Heart Failure Intensive Care Unit.
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A Gift With Impact  
When your loved ones inquire what 
you want this season, here’s an idea 
to consider: Ask them to make a gift 
to Texas Children’s Hospital in your 
honor. Not only will the gift bring you 
satisfaction, but it could also help your 
loved ones discover the joy of giving. 

This is the season for looking back on how fortunate 
we have been throughout the year and deciding how 
to use what we have to make a difference in the world. 
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Spread The Joy Of Giving 
Teach Your Loved Ones About 
Philanthropy This Season 

Teaching those closest to you about the importance of helping 
others is a true gift that has lasting impact. 
 As the year comes to a close, family and giving may be on 
your mind, making this a perfect time to share your charitable 
goals with your loved ones. To begin, set aside time to talk. 
During this discussion, share your vision, goals and ideas. Ask 
your family to consider how they might want to get involved in 
your charitable giving plans. 
 After you’ve had the opportunity to talk, make sure to follow 
up to discuss the specific charities you support or would like 
to support, volunteer opportunities and traditions that can be 
started within your family.

Take Action
Once you know the causes and passions that inspire your family, 
you can begin to seek out ways to give back. This could include 
connecting them with the causes you support or setting up 
estate plans for carrying out your wishes. 
 You can also make a difference as a family today. During 
this holiday season, consider starting a new tradition with your 
family: Make an annual donation to support your favorite cause. 
 We are happy to provide you with information to share with 
your family about our mission and how your generosity helps 
shape our future. Simply contact us at 832-824-6910.


